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BELLEVUE THUNDERBIRD LITTLE LEAGUE 
Return to Play Framework – 
 

As we prepare to return to the field, our intent through this document is to provide our Little Leaguers 

with the strong collegiality developed through the sport of baseball while reducing contagion exposure. 

However, like any group activity, celebrations and team spirit are rather unpredictable, especially for 

children less than 13 years old. We appreciate these measures may be difficult to enact; nonetheless, 

we regard them as critical for the health of our children and community. 

 

The following guidelines establish a required protocol for returning to play when it is determined social 

distancing measures have eased and team sports can resume. All Bellevue Thunderbird Little League 

coaches, players, and fans are expected to be familiar with these terms to ensure safe interaction and 

hygiene through the course of the season. The guidelines have been created to provide direction for: 

 

PLAYERS and COACHES (Pages 2-3) 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS (Page 4) 

UMPIRES (Page 4) 

FAMILY and FANS (Page 5) 

OTHER RESOURCES (Page 5) 

 

In light of each of these categories, we also ask that any player, coach, parent, umpire, or fan that is 

experiencing symptoms of COVID 19 not attend practice or games. Please advise your coach if your child 

will not be attending; please alert the BTLL Board President and Safety Coordinator if you or a family 

member have tested positive for COVID 19. We will do our best as an organization to be diligent in 

creating a safe environment. However, as with any sport, there is an inherited risk of injury or exposure. 

 

For information on how protect yourself from Coronavirus, please refer to the following guidance per 

the CDC: 

 

- Wash your hands often 

- Avoid close contact 

- Cover your mouth and nose with cloth when around others 

- Cover coughs and sneezes 

- Clean and disinfect 

 

More details on these actions can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-

getting-sick/prevention.html. 

 

Thank you for your diligence in this trying time. We are grateful for your dedication to creating a great, 

family-friendly environment and a semblance of normalcy - with precaution - for our children and 

community. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
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PLAYERS and COACHES 
Keeping players engaged and yet separated will perhaps be the toughest challenge for any coach or 

parent. We appreciate this is a difficult task and appreciate your efforts in making baseball a fun, 

memorable, team-based activity for BTLL kids and their families.  

 

Return to Play 
Coaches, please reference Little League International’s guidelines for a safe way to begin practice and returning to 

the field. We are asking managers, coaches, and umpires to wear masks and latex gloves on the field. 

 

Proximity in the dugout 
BTLL will provide coaches with cones to pre-establish where each player should sit when their team is up to bat or 

when they themselves are not in the field of play. 

 

- These cones should be spaced 6’ apart and always behind a protective fence 

- Even on fields with benches and dugout, there will be players who do not have a place to sit. Please 

encourage parents to bring an extra folding chair for their child. 

- Players must wear masks in the dugouts, but not on the field. 

- From AAA down, please have players sit with parents (TBD) 

 

Warming Up 
Please provide a bucket to hold all baseballs/softballs that will be used for player warm-up. Players should return 

their baseballs/softballs directly to this bucket after warm-up. Players in the field should throw their 

baseballs/softballs to the parent in charge of sanitization (please see PARENT ASSISTANCE section). 

 

Pre-Game 
No handshakes or lineup exchanges between coaches and umpires will happen during the plate conference. 

 

Taking the Field 
In years past, it’s been helpful to have line ups posted by the front of the dugout; this however will encourage 

gathering and a bottleneck. Before they leave their seats, please read off the positions from outside the dugout. 

Based on how the players are seated in the dugout, please have them return to the field in a single file manner. 

 

Coach Visits to the Field 
Checking in on a pitcher or tending to an injured player will likely occur during each game. 

 

- For visits to the mound, please keep at a comfortable distance. Have the catcher join you if desired, but 

have other players remain in their positions. 

- For checking on an injured player, please use your best judgment. Know that your proximity will be 

comforting to a child. Gauge whether or not a family member should join you. 

 

Coming off the Field 
During a game, most coaches will gather players around them at the conclusion of an inning when the team has 

been on the field. This still remains an important moment to teach and encourage kids and to read off the batting 

https://www.littleleague.org/player-safety/coronavirus-update/season-resumption-guide/play/practicing/
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order. It’s also a good opportunity to maintain some control as players return to the dugout or their 

predetermined seating area. Please line your players up against the fence 6’ apart so they are facing you, and then 

have them enter the dugout in single file. 

 

Players not on the Field During Play 

 

 

Sharing Batting Equipment and Gloves 
Our hope is that no equipment – other than baseballs/softballs – will need to be shared between players at 

practice or during games. We realize this may create an inconvenience for certain families. Please ask parents prior 

to the start of the season if they need assistance, and advise BTLL if players do not have their own helmet or bat. 

 

Sharing Catching Equipment 
Catcher’s equipment is the sole piece of gear that is acceptable to be shared between team members. Many kids 

who are interested in catching have their own equipment, however it is understood this will not be the case for 

every team or every player.  

 

- Therefore, catchers wearing equipment are not required for teams from AA down (machine pitch to tee 

ball). Please have a player stand behind an L-screen that protects them from a batted ball such that they 

can retrieve an unhit ball and place it in a bucket. 

- For those in AAA up (kid pitch), a sanitary spray and wipes will be provided for the parent volunteer (please 

see PARENT ASSISTANCE section) to clean gear when it will be used in the following inning by another 

player 

- Coaches, please consider having one player catch up to three innings per game to ease with sanitation and 

reduce exposure. Please clean the catching equipment after each game. 

 

Game Encouragement and Conclusion 
The high-five during the game or post-game handshake is perhaps one of the greatest opportunities to show 

sportsmanship and appreciation. Obviously the season will be different. Please encourage players to cheer for each 

while avoiding coming into physical contact. At the conclusion of the game, a suggestion is for the home team to 

walk to the visiting dugout and clap for their opponents or offer the traditional cheer with the opposing team’s 

name, with the visitors returning the favor. 
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PARENT VOLUNTEERS 
Our coaches and parents do a tremendous job throughout our season to keep our kids focused and safe. 

Due to the extraordinary circumstances of this year, we are asking for increased parent assistance in the 

tedious but critical sanitation of equipment and oversight of kids. This can be a rotating role or one that 

lasts the entire season. 

 
Volunteer Background Check 
Any parent who will be in contact with team members and/or in the dugout must fill out the background check 

under Volunteer Registration on Bellevue Thunderbird’s website. 

 
Sanitizing Equipment 
Each team will be required to enlist a parent volunteer to help keep the amount of shared equipment to a 

minimum. That parent will also be responsible to sanitize equipment through the course of the game (please see 

here for list of EPA approved disinfectants. The parent’s primary focus will be as follows: 

 

- Collect the bat from a hitter if they reach base, wipe down the handle with provided sanitary wipes, and 

lay it on the appropriate bat bag. This parent should wear surgical gloves. 

- Collect baseballs following between-inning warm-ups and wipes them down with provided sanitary wipes. 

- Wipe off each part of the catcher’s equipment when a new catcher enters the game. 

 

Organizing Players 
Each team will be required to enlist a parent volunteer to keep players separated while in the dugout. This parent 

should also be aware of overhead foul balls and protect players that are sitting outside the dugout or farther from 

the protective fencing. 

 

 

UMPIRES 
Our umpires continue to be a strong foundation to help our kids learn the game of softball and baseball. 

We appreciate their efforts and want to ensure they, like our players, are safe and healthy as well.  

 

Behind the Plate 
Due to the close proximity between a behind-the-plate umpire and a catcher, this umpire will move to the field 

and call balls and strikes from behind the pitcher’s mound. This location will enable the umpire to also see any 

plays at the plate during the game. Do we want to allow players to steal home during a passed ball? This will put 

them in close proximity. We should be clear one way or the other (TBD). 

 

Between half-innings 
Please connect with your fellow umpire (at a safe distance of course) to have a general discussion of the game, to 

mentor, and to encourage teams to maintain the protocol listed above. 

 

During the Game 
Please issue a warning if the rules within the document are not adhered to, and be prepared to eject coaches and 

players for repeated offenses. 

http://www.bellevuethunderbird.com/home.php
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
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FAMILY and FANS 
We aspire to make the season as enjoyable as possible for all involved. We continue to be thankful for 

the consistent support we receive from families who make our league what it is. We have been 

referencing the CDC guidelines on public gathering and encourage reading their suggestions. As this 

season brings on new challenges, we ask you to respect the following: 

 

In the Stands 
Please maintain safe distances between you and other fans while in the stands or the side of the field. Families are 

welcome to sit together. 

 

Snacks 
Please do not bring snacks and treats to be shared during or after the game, even if they’re meant to take home. If 

a child needs a snack due to medical reasons, please inform your coach. 

 

Water 
Please make sure your child understands the importance of keeping their water bottle next to their bat bag 

throughout the game. Please ensure that the water bottle is labeled with your child’s name. 

 

 

OTHER RESOURCES 
The BTLL Board has been following the guidance of Little League International on how to resume play. 

This site includes a pre-start checklist and webinar on how to resume the season. We have also 

referenced the season resumption guide, which outlines means to prepare and play. If, during the 

season, any participant is positively diagnosed for coronavirus, the league will determine appropriate 

action, including a likely suspension of the season for at least 2 weeks. 

 

Additionally, we appreciate there are many questions during this unknown time. Please refer to 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html for more information. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/Mass-Gatherings-Document_FINAL.pdf
https://www.littleleague.org/player-safety/coronavirus-update/season-resumption-guide/prepare/pre-start-checklist/
https://www.littleleague.org/player-safety/coronavirus-update/season-resumption-guide/prepare/pre-start-checklist/
https://www.littleleague.org/player-safety/coronavirus-update/season-resumption-guide/prepare/pre-start-checklist/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html

